Combating violence against women

CYPRUS
Violence against women is rooted in women’s unequal
status in society, and that status reflects the unbalanced
distribution of social, political, and economic power
among women and men in society. It is one of the most
pervasive human rights violations of our time and a form of
discrimination that results in, or is likely to result in, physical,
sexual, psychological or economic harm or suffering to
women (1). Violence against women undermines women’s
dignity and integrity and imposes serious harms on families,
communities and societies. In the EU, estimates suggest that 1
in 3 women (or 61 million out of 185 million) have experienced
physical or sexual violence, or both, since the age of 15 (2).

The full extent of violence against women is difficult
to estimate, as it continues to be underreported and
stigmatised, meaning that what actually gets reported is
only a fraction of the reality. In Cyprus 47 % of the population
tend not to trust the police (3).

The European Institute for Gender
Equality has estimated that the cost
of intimate partner violence against
women in Cyprus could amount to
€186 million per year. This figure
was calculated according to the
methodology used in EIGE’s 2014
study (6), which Member States can
replicate, as done by Estonia in 2016 (7).

In EIGE’s Gender Equality Index 2015 it was found that where
people tend to have more trust in justice institutions, levels
of disclosed violence are higher. It is estimated that in Cyprus
22 % of women have experienced violence (4), which is 11 %
lower than in the EU overall (5).

What are the facts?
• At least 28 % of women in Cyprus have experienced
some form of domestic violence including
economic violence, psychological violence, sexual
violence, and physical violence. In 2012, Cyprus
conducted the first nationwide survey on Extent,
Frequency, Forms and Consequences of Domestic
Violence against Women in Cyprus (8).

• The 2014 European Union Agency for Fundamental
Rights survey data results showed that since the
age of 15, 1 in 5 women in Cyprus have experienced
physical and/or sexual violence by a partner and/or a
non-partner, and 31 % of people in Cyprus revealed
that they knew a female victim of domestic violence
within their circle of friends and family (9).

• During the period 2010—2014, 4 292 incidents
of domestic violence were reported to the police,
74 % of which were reported by women and girls (10).

• There were 57 cases of reported rape during the
period 2012—2014 (11).
• During the period 2010—2012, it is estimated that
there were 129 victims of human trafficking in
Cyprus, of which 84 % were women and girls (12).

When trust in police is low, victims are less likely
to report violence.

Is violence against women a crime in
Cyprus?
Although there is no specific law on violence against women
in Cyprus, most forms of violence against women are illegal.
Domestic violence is criminalised under the Violence in
the Family (Prevention and Protection of Victims) laws
from 2000 to 2015 (13). Sexual offences including rape are
punishable with a maximum sentence of life in prison. Rape
within marriage is also recognised as a crime. Other forms
of violence such as forced marriage (14) and female genital
mutilation (15) are against the law.

What is being done to eliminate
violence against women in Cyprus?
The Ministry of Justice is coordinating the implementation
of the National Action Plan on Equality between Men and
Women (2014—2017); Violence against Women is one of the
key priorities of the plan. Actions include awareness raising
campaigns, training of professionals and improving data
collection on all forms of Violence against Women (16).
The first National Action Plan (NAP) on Prevention and
Combating of Violence in the Family (2010—2013)
promoted integrated policies and measures to combat
domestic violence including prevention programmes,
improving victim support services, and promoting research
and data collection (17). The second NAP on Prevention
and Combating of Violence in the Family (2016—2019) is
pending approval by the Council of Ministers.

Good practices show the way

United to END FGM (UEFGM) is a free-of-charge
e-learning tool, offering practical information and
support to health and asylum professionals across
Europe on female genital mutilation (FGM), with
the aim to deliver more effective victim support
and protection to women and girls living with, or
at risk of, FGM. UEFGM, which was coordinated
by the Mediterranean Institute for Gender
Studies (MIGS) within the framework of the END
FGM European Campaign, is now being further
developed by Cyprus University of Technology
with the support of the European Union. The new
project aims to create a European-wide knowledge
platform on FGM that will serve as a resource and
education centre offering easily accessible (and
culturally appropriate) information and support to
professionals (18).

The Government of Cyprus signed the Council of Europe
Convention on preventing and combating violence against
women and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) in
June 2015, but has not yet ratified it.
The Istanbul Convention is the most far-reaching international
treaty to tackle this serious violation of human rights.

How are women and girls protected?
Women victims of domestic violence in Cyprus have
legal access to protection measures including temporary
protection orders restraining the suspect from contact
with the victim, as well as restraining orders prohibiting
perpetrators from entering or remaining in the marital
home.
Cyprus has transposed Directive 2012/29/EU establishing
minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of
victims of crime, implementing national legislation in April
2016 (19), which ensures that women victims of genderbased violence receive specialised support services.
Public officers of the Ministries of Health, Education, Justice
and Public Order (Police) and Labour and Social Insurance
(Social Welfare Services) have a mandatory duty to report to
the Attorney’s General’s Office any referrals where concerns,
suspicions or evidence of family violence exist, including
domestic violence. Additionally, any person who is aware
of and omits to report a case of violence against a minor,
or against a person with severe mental or psychological
deficiencies, commits an offence (20).

What help is available in Cyprus?

The Association for the
Prevention and Handling of
Violence in the Family runs
free-of-charge, 24/7 accessible
women’s shelters for victims of
domestic violence (24).

Emergency Assistance Helpline (1440)
Citizens’ Line (1460)

The Association for the Prevention and Handling
of Violence in the Family (SPAVO) runs the Centre
for Emergency Assistance Helpline (1440). The
helpline is free of charge and provides multidimensional support in Greek and English (21).
During the years 2014—2015, 83.5 % of calls
received by the national domestic violence
helpline were from women and girls (22).
The Police run a general victim’s helpline called
Citizens’ Line (1460) that operates 24 hours a day
and is free of charge (23).
There are two women’s shelters for victims of
domestic violence in Cyprus run by the Association
for the Prevention and Handling of Violence in the
Family (SPAVO). Both are accessible 24 hours a day
and free of charge.

83.5 % of calls received by the national domestic
violence helpline were from women and girls.
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